Childhood leprosy: profiles from a leprosy referral hospital in West Bengal, India.
Monitoring childhood leprosy in terms of incidence and occurrence of deformities are crucial for better control and understanding the transmission of the disease. In this paper, a profile of all new untreated leprosy patients below 15 years of age who reported at a Leprosy Referral Centre in West Bengal during 2004-2006 are described. Of 151 children studied, 84 (55.6%) were males, 33% were multibacillary and of them, 30% were smear positive. 16% had already developed grade 2 disability (WHO). Multiple nerve involvement was seen in a quarter of children. These findings highlight the seriousness of leprosy among children and the great need to address these issues urgently. Awareness, active case detection especially among contacts and motivation are the essential needs of the hour to prevent tragedy of deformed children due to a totally manageable disease.